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EDITORIAL
Foundations of the Home
Homes, like houses, need solid foundations. I
rem ember well the plight of a neighbor years ago.
His very nice-looking house had been built on
mudsills, stout redwood timbers laid on the sur
face of the ground. It looked like a good idea at
the time. It was much easier and cheaper than
the solid concrete foundations other builders used.
But on every change in the weather the doors
would stick and the windows would not work, and
o ur neighbor would have to go down under the
house and pry and prop it up and struggle along
until the next time.
Foundations for houses are the business of build
ers, and for the most part they do a pretty good
job in planning solid support for their struc
tures of lathe and plaster, stucco and brick. F oun
dations for homes are the business of society in
general and the Church in particular. For homes,
like houses, need solid foundations.
T h e distinction between house and home is clear
enough, surely. It still "takes a heap o' livin’ in a
house t’ make it home.” T h ere are houses which
are not homes, and homes in a great variety of
houses. But neither house nor home is very m uch
better than its foundations.
And the foundations of today's homes are none
too secure. "W hy do I need a home?” one "m od
ern '’ young woman queried. "I was born in a
hospital, raised in a nursery school, courted in an
automobile, m arried in the office of a justice of
the peace. I work in an office, and eat in a res
taurant. All I need is a place to sleep.”
Family breakdown, sociologists tell us, is now
America's num ber one social problem. R apid so
cial and moral changes in our world are creating
great pressures on family life.
Consider these facts which relate directly to
home life in our beloved America, to speak of net
other part of the world. W e have witnessed 300
per cent increase in the rate of illegitimate births
in the last twenty years. Divorce now shatters one
in four new marriages, juvenile delinquency has
tripled since 1940. More than 200,000 persons are
admitted to m ental hospitals each year.
One observer commented, "Families today are
subjected to greater stresses and strains than be
fore. They are buffeted from without by be
wildering social changes, and torn from within by
confusions, doubts, and anxieties.” It is time to
look to the foundations.
Let me suggest some foundations which make for
the solidity and security of the home. These are
all "old-fashioned” virtues, but as up-to-date as
tomorrow.

First, is that somewhat elusive b u t all-important
quality we call character. In laying the foundation
of a home, character is more im p o rtan t than
wealth, professional skill, sex appeal, or scintillat
ing personality.
C haracter is made u p of sincerity, m oral in
tegrity, honesty, and solid ideals of life. Char
acter is w hat a m an or woman is inside. It is
what a person is when he is alone, or in the ano
nymity of a crowd away from home. T h e test of
character, it has been said, is what you would do
if you knew it never would be found out.
Shoddy character may be covered by a facade of
pretense for a while, b u t sooner or later its weak
nesses will come to light. N o am ou n t of smooth
talk or fair speech can hide or make up for a basic
lack of good will and fundam ental honor and in
tegrity.
A second foundation for the hom e is love. This
is a much-abused term in o u r language. It is used
to describe the meanest and most selfish sensu
ality. It is applied to shadowy sentim ent and pass
ing passion.
But the kind of love on which an enduring home
is built is more than physical attraction or emo
tional appeal. It is a self-commitment without
reservation. It is choice as well as feeling, decision
as well as em otion. It involves loyalty and an un
dying purpose to p u t first the best interests of the
loved one. It has capacity for growth and en
richment, and brings out the best and not the
worst.
Love is dem anding as w'ell as rewarding, and
the husband or wife who would grasp its rewards
while ignoring its dem ands is slowly but surely
quenching its spark. T h e divorce courts are
crowded with tragic cases of those who have con
fused lust with love, and have forgotten that love
means loyalty more than self-interest.
One has but to contrast the view of marriage
and sex set forth in the movies, the magazines,
and the p opular songs with the Biblical view to
sense the vast difference between rom antic "love”
and Christian love which seeks the welfare of its
loved ones above its own. N ot until married love
is understood as devotion more than emotion will
the home have a solid foundation on which to
stand.
T h e n there is trust as an essential foundation
for home and family security. Suspicion and mis
trust destroy all hope of hum an happiness. Cer
tainly, trust depends on character and love. It
cannot repose in one who is untrustworthy or
thrive in the absence of self-giving love. But both
character and love are destroyed in the absence
of confidence and trust.
Responsibility is another essential to the strength
and well-being of the home. W orthy family mem
bership dem ands cheerful acceptance of responsiPlea se t u r n to page 4
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MUCH HAS S E E N SAID concerning the Cay of
Pentecost as related to the Church, an d surely this
is justified in the light of the needs an d mission of
the Church. B ut w hat of Pentecost an d the home?
In the O ld T estam en t economy the T em p le was
the center of Jewish religious life. It was in the
Temple that the priests m inistered and carried on
the detailed procedures of Jewish worship. It was
in the T em p le that G od manifested H is presence,
and He spoke to His people. T h e boy Samuel
received his special call from G od in the temple.
And even though Jesus was born in a rude stable,
the only recorded experience of His youthful years
was in the T em ple.
But it is to be rem em bered that Jesus came into
a home, and there it was, u n der the godly care of
Joseph and Mary, that H e grew “in wisdom and
stature, and in favour with G od and m an.” And
as He entered upon His blessed ministry, H e be
gan an effective process of shifting the center and
point of emphasis for religious life from the T e m 
ple to the home.
It was at Cana of Galilee, in a home, where H e
wrought His first miracle, and with it H e not only
authenticated His deity, b u t placed His blessing
upon marriage and the home, and, by an implica
tion not always recognized, He approved what
must have been the spirit of joy and gaiety which
evidently characterized the happy occasion. A nd
while His recorded visits to the T em p le are few,
His presence in homes is constantly evidenced. A p
parently, in the hom e of Simon Peter and of Mary,
Martha, and Lazarus, He found rest and com pan
ionship. A nd when Jesus declared to the Sam aritan
woman at Sychar, "Believe me, the h o u r cometh,
when ye shall neither in this m ountain, nor yet
at Jerusalem, worship the Father,” He effectively
countered the idea that God could be contacted
only in a few sacred places.
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B ut it was the Day of Pentecost which com
pleted this shift of religious emphasis from T e m 
ple to home and dramatically elevated the home
to the peak of spiritual significance. It was on
that epochal day, in “an u p p er room ” of a home,
that “about an h undred and twenty disciples”
were all filled with the Holy Ghost. T h e glories
of Pentecost burst upon the world, not in the
T em ple, b u t in a home, and the hom e became
the earliest “sacred place” of the Christian re
ligion.
T h e T em ple had become the prey of ecclesiasti
cal preference, class distinction, family connection,
blood superiority, and religious snobbery. But
on the Day of Pentecost these elements had no
D r. H ugh
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meaning. In the “upper room ” there were no
-favored families, there was no ecclesiastical m o
nopoly, no class preference, no superiority of blood.
N ot even Mary, the m other of Jesus, was accorded
any special consideration, b u t “they were all filled
with the Holy G host” on the same basis.
From that Day of Pentecost emerged the Church
of Jesus Christ, so the C hurch was born in a home.
W e need to be rem inded forcibly that the church,
for the most p art and in the most fundam ental
sense, still is being born and n urtured in homes;
for the earliest effective influence in the realm of
religion and spiritual values is not exerted by the
church, but by the home. A nd any hom e can be a
truly Pentecostal home, and the birthplace of the
church for that family.
Such a home is one in which there is love, bal

ance, and a m utual acceptance of responsibility.
T h e Apostle Paul portrays such a home in his
letter to the Ephesians. T h e husband is to love
the wife; the wife is to give respect to the husband;
the child is to obey the parents “in the L ord.”
H ere are the elements indicated above, worked out
in relationships which are directed by affection,
regard, and proper discipline, all motivated and
beautified by the presence of Christ, and unified
“in the Lord.”
No more inspiring situation is to be found on
earth than that of a Christian, Pentecostal home,
where G od is honored, the voice of prayer is heard
at the family altar, the guidance of the Holy Spirit
is earnestly sought, and Jesus Christ is “Lord of
all.” How many serious problems of o u r day
would be solved by a sweeping return to such
homes and hom e life! Divorce courts would be
closed lor lack of cases. Juvenile delinquency
would, in a large measure, be eliminated. T h e
whole moral tone of o u r society woidd be vastly
elevated. Churches would be filled to overflow
ing. Even the course of our w orld’s history could
be changed radically.
U nfortunately we cannot reasonably expect any
such mass renewal of Christian home ideals and
life. But we can exert the influence of our own
homes and of our churches toward that end. We
can intensify our soul-winning efforts toward

bringing men and women into a saving and sanc
tifying relationship with God, thus laying the basis
for the highest in hom e life and experience.
T ru e, o u r church must bear her full responsi
bility for the spiritual vision and life of her peo
ple, and of all others whom she can influence.
T h e church must be aware of the complex prob
lems of m odern life, particularly as they relate to
the home and domestic relationships. T h e church,
through every available d epartm ent and facility,
must make every possible provision for assistance
in solving these problems.
But when all is said and done by the church,
it still remains true that the basic spiritual re
sponsibility and initiative belong to the home.
Christ m ust be not only the H ead of the Church,
but the H ead of the home. He must not be con
sidered only in relation to the temple, the church,
but fully as well to the home.
E. Stanley Jones tells of the Indian people of
Latin America leaving their cathedrals and shrines
to return to their homes, saying with tears, “Adios,
Christos!’’ (“Good-by, Christ!”) T h a n k God, this
is not a true concept. As we leave o u r churches
for o u r homes, we can be assured that even as our
Lord was present in the place of worship, so He
will be present in o u r homes, o u r family circles,
o u r clearest relationships. H erein is true domestic
strength and happiness.

EDITORIALS
j
C ontinued from p a g e 2
:

It is true, becoming a Christian is very much a
personal and individual matter. W e go single
file into the presence of (foil in repentance, the
confession of our sins, and faith for His trans
forming touch. But life and influence are shared
with those aro u n d us— first in our own homes,
then in church, school, and com m unity. If our
first obligation is to meet Christ as individuals,
o u r second is to share the effects of His redemp
tive life with those about.
Because of the im portance of the hom e and the
perils that beset it in this, o u r day, we are pre
senting this special issue of the Herald of Holiness
to neighbors and friends, and those with whom we
live and work. W e invite you to share with us in
the all-im portant task of building foundations for
homes through the work and ministry of the
C hurch of the Nazarene. So shall “Christ and Your
Hom e T o d a y ” become the guidepost to its strong
and enduring foundation.

bility. Duties within the family differ, to be sure,
but husband and wife and children must all learn
the grace of dependability if family and home life
are to be rewarding.
B ut the cornerstone of the foundation for both
family and individual life is Christ. Character,
love, trust, and responsibility are not the exclusive
property of practicing Christians, but they are es
sentially Christian graces and they succeed best
where Christ is a reality and God is honored.
Being a real Christian does not automatically
solve every problem of home anil family relation
ships. But it does make solutions possible. A
shared love for and loyalty to Christ cannot but
draw people closer together. God's grace m in 
istered through His Spirit is the necessary oil which
helps prevent harm ful and destructive friction.
W h at makes a home a Christian home? It is not
the mottoes on the wall nor the Bible in the book
case. It is the personal spiritual life of each of the
members of the family, the Christlike attitudes
and spirit of those who live there. It is the reality
expresseil in the fam iliar words: “Christ is the
Head of this house— the unseen Guest at every
meal, the silent Listener to every conversation.”
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C. WM. FISHER

The
FORGIVING

heaven, or it can lead to hell. Freedom, misused,
always leads to a new slavery.
But the prodigal came to himself. T h a t is, he
laced up to reality. Sin’s illusions were stripped
from his eyes and he saw that riotous living was
not real living after all and that the freedom of
the far country was a fictitious freedom.
It is never enough, however, merely to become
aware of the outlines of our hogpen, to feel the
hunger gnawing in our souls, to see the rags and
the filth of our condition. W e must do some
thing about it. W e can’t clean itp the hogpen, but
we can climb out of it and head for home.

Modern Prodigals

FATHER

T o o many m odern prodigals, however, when
they become aware of their hogpen, are saying, “I
will arise and go to the bar.” Or, “ 1 will arise
and go to my psychiatrist.” Or, “ I will arise and
go to my lawyer.” Or, “ I will arise and go to
my priest or preacher.” But the prodigal who has
really known the “ feel” of the far country says,
“I will arise and go to my father.” For when the
heart is really sick and hungry, there’s no place
like home. W hen a man, in any age, goes against
God, life goes against him, and the only way back
to life is to come back to God.
A m odern prodigal, on meeting his father, might
say, “It’s been tough, Dad. I d o n ’t know what
happened. I just became maladjusted somehow.
You were so strict on me when I was a child, and
I developed so many compulsions and neuroses.
I’m not really responsible for my drunkenness, you
know, or my gambling, or my debauchery. I’m
just a sick m an— so d o n ’t blame me; it isn’t my
fault.”
But the prodigal, in any age, who is really sick
of his sins, says, “ Father, I have sinned against
heaven, and before thee.” N o hiding behind his
m other’s skirts, or his father’s restrictions, or even
his elder b rother’s hostilities. But in an agony
of remorse and conviction he sobs, “I have sinned.”
Those words, however, are hard for moderns to
say. T hey puncture pride and wrench the soul.
But there is no forgiveness, for any man, until that
confession is made. G od is never soft on sin. He
is never flippant in His forgiveness. T h ere is no
cheap grace— for any prodigal.

NO W O N D E R the story of the prodigal son
(Luke 15) still pulls at the sleeve and tugs at
the heart of hum anity. For one thing, Jesus knew
how to tell a story. For another, He knew m en—
their hungers, their heartaches, their hopes. And
He also knew His Father— His compassion, His
patience, His love.
‘‘T h e ultim ate theme of this story,” writes H el
mut Thielicke, “is not the prodigal son, blit the
Father who finds us.” A nd thus it is ever in the
unfolding dram a of h u m an ruin and recovery—
whether of a prodigal son or a prodigal race: God
has center stage, not as a despot or a tyrant, but
as a Father, and the great sweep of the dram atic
action is but to reveal His character, and His char
acter is revealed as love— forgiving love, restoring
love, abiding love.
T h e prodigal’s basic problem was that he in
sisted on living life on his own terms instead of A Profitable Pilgrim age
his father's. And that, of course, is the problem
But when that confession is made, the father
of our world today— both East and West. And doesn’t condemn. He doesn’t reproach. H e doesn’t
that is the essence of sin in any age and in any
(P le a s e tu r n to p a g e 7)
soul. T h e prodigal wanted his freedom, but when
C. W i l l i a m F i s h e r : Rev. C. W illiam and
he got it he d id n ’t know what to do with it. Free
M arjorie Fisher and their two sons,
Byron and Billy, age fifteen and eleven,
dom can be a frightening thing, as emerging n a
live in San Luis Obispo, California, al
tions in the Congo are finding out.
though Evangelist Fisher is away in re
vival
m eetings most of the time. All
Civili/ations, and sons, have found that freedom
play m usical instrum ents and enjoy boat
is a good thing, according as it is used. Freedom
ing and horseback riding. Bill, as his
friends know him, rem arks th at “the
can lead to fulfillment or it can lead to frustration,
boys enjoy any kind of ball—regardless
ft can lead to happiness at home or it can lead
of how it bounces.”
to a hogpen in the far country. It can lead to
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I HAVE SPENT' m uch of the past twenty-three years in prison. Since
completion of my college training in sociology and criminology, I
have devoted my life’s work to the field of penology and corrections.
It has been a thrilling and rew arding experience. Great progress has
been m ade in the whole field of corrections in treating the convicted
offender. But despite these gains we are losing the battle against
crime in this country.
Ill 1960, / 8a,000 chil- D h . G e o r g e J. R e e d : Dr. George Reed h a s
his professional years in correc
dren were referred to po spent
tional youth work w ith the California
A uthority, the Minnesota Youth
lice and juvenile courts Youth
Commission, and since 1953
according to the senate Conservation
on the United States Board of Parole
as chairm an of its Youth Correction
subcommittee investigat both
and for four years as chairm an
ing juvenile delinquency. Division
of the Board of Parole. George and Lois,
their sixteen-year-old son, George C.,
According to the Federal and
live in M aryland adjoining W ashington,
Bureau of Investigation D C., and are active in W ashington First
Church of the Nazarene. Hunting and
there has been a 98 per fishing
are activities the Reeds enjoy
cent increase in known together.
crime during the past ten
years. D uring 1960 alone, crime increased 18 per cent over 1959, and
crime continues to increase even at a greater percentage rate than our
so-called “population explosion.” O u r society is producing a criminal
element in this country at an ever faster pace, and it is time for
us to take a long, hard look at some of the many basic causes.
Some com petent research has been done in the causative factors of
crime and juvenile delinquency. One factor stands out in bold relief
and is well docum ented in the thousands of cases which the LInited
States Board of Parole passes upon each year. O u r present generation
has lost respect for authority. It is more than a truism that my own
father told his four sons: "If you do not respect me and my authority,
you will fail to obey the schoolteacher, the police officer, and, finally,
God himself.”
Scientists who study h um an behavior believe that the decline of
respect for authority started in the home. These scientists worry that,
in the years since W orld W ar 11, Father has tum bled from his Godordained place as head of the family to a weak, patronizing figure who
would rather be liked than obeyed. He has changed radically and
dangerously and is no longer the masculine, strong-minded m an who
pioneered the continent and built America's greatness.
Social scientists recognize that men have their own am bitions and
material desires, but it is usually the women who sustain the principle
of “keeping up with the Joneses.” Dr. M argaret Mead, noted an
thropologist, in her book Male and Female, describes this technique:
“From his mother, he [the American male] has learned that as he
does what she asks she will reward him. Later, as a husband, his re
wards will come when he earns a good living, fixes the screen door
on Saturday and takes his wife out to d in n er.”
W o m an ’s ability to dom inate extends beyond her own personal
male. T h e measure of her influence on our national life is
enormous. T h ere are 1,513,000 more women than men in
the U.S. Eight years ago there were only 601,000 more. The
average life span for American women is now seventy-three
years and for men sixty-seven.
During W orld W ar II women were called upon to do
m en ’s work and the door for w om en’s “em ancipation”
from the home was complete. W om en themselves
seem to view their gains over men with both pleas
ure and concern. Many a marriage counselor,
trying to save a marriage, comes back to the hard
fact that the “male image” has been destroyed and

that the wife who has striven so hard to compete
has won the race and lost the prize.
When the final authority of the father is suc
cessfully challenged by the wife, no one knows
it sooner than Jo hn n y and Mary. It becomes a
game of playing the one off against the other, and
the word ‘'obey” becomes a dirty word. W hen
Father says, “Bill, it's time to go to bed,” only to
be stopped by M other saying, “O T om , leave the
boy alone; stop picking on him ,” authority has
lost another round. Every time that M other over
rules Father, underm ines his authority and his
standing in the eyes of the child, she knocks out
a piece of the foundation on which the child
stands.
Old-fashioned idea? Yes, indeed, but unless we
re-establish final authority in the American home,
we face religious and social decay in our society.
In Joshua 21 we hear the old leader of Israel with
courage and finality speak for his family when he
said, “But as for me and my house, we will serve
the Lord” (v. 15).
God created m an and woman as persons equal
in rank and dignity. Let no one say that woman
is in any way inferior to man. W e are simply
pleading that her role as a “p artn er” as ordained
by God is being distorted by m odern Americans
to the m utual detrim ent of all. M odern con
veniences of the home and present-day inflation
may have perm anently removed the wife from
the traditional sole role of "just a housewife,” but
this need not make her a com petitor with her hus
band. If m others could only understand that
much of their im portance and self-fulfillment lies
in building up the “father-image” for the child,
they would achieve the deep satisfaction of chil
dren who are obedient to their parents, their so
ciety, and their God.
This article is more of an indictm ent of the A m er
ican father who has refused to accept his place
of authority and responsibility in the home than
it is of the wife who has assumed leadership when
she found in her mate an unwillingness to accept
his proper role.
May there be a rebirth of old-fashioned religion
in the homes of America today, where true love
and affection prevail and problems are solved
after God's presence is evoked through regular and
joint family prayers.
Further, we need fathers and mothers who will
regularly honor God by attendance at Sunday
school and church services with their children.
Happy marriages are built upon m utual love and
respect. In the Christian home there is no room
for anyone to dom inate except Christ, who is the
"Head of this house.” A wise husband will con
sult with his wife and children before making a
major move in any direction, but in the end, so
ciety, the law, and God himself hold the father
responsible for all members of his family.

THANK GOD

fo r C h r i s t i a n
H om es

By

KATHRYN BLACKBURN PECK

—in Golden Windows; used by permission

Thank God for Christian homes that stand secure
A m id life’s shifting scenes, and tower above
The sordidness of greed and selfishness,
Homes firm ly builded on the rock of love.
Thank God for homes where Christ is truly Head;
W here children learn to pray at M other’s knee;
W here Father reads the precious W ord of God,
A nd with true wisdom leads the fam ily.
I think as long as there are Christian homes
The world w ill know a measure of content;
For peace links hands w ith love and hope and
faith—
A nd home may be the saving element.
T he F o rg iv in g F a th e r (Continued from page 5)
say, “It’s good enough for you.” No. T h e father
falls on his neck and kisses him and forgives him.
T h e rags d o n ’t repel him. T h e filth doesn’t inhibit
him. Not even the smell of swine could keep the
father from em bracing his son. For this was the
h our the father had been waiting for. T h e lost
was found; his son had come home.
But even though the father had longed for this
m om ent, he had to wait until the son wanted
forgiveness. Not even a prodigal must be forced
out of the hogpen, fie must want to get out. But
the son finally made the long pilgrimage from
“ Father, give m e” to “Father, make me”— and that
pilgrimage led him to forgiveness and restoration
and home.
Do you find yourself in the far country today?
Are you hungry and lonely and desolate and dis
illusioned? T h en I bring you good news: You
don't have to stay where you are. You can get
up and go home. And as you go— yes, even as
you go, you will see your Father coming to meet
you, and you will feel the welcoming warm th of
His outstretched hand, and you will feel His
forgiving kiss upon your brow, and you will find
yourself sitting again at Father’s table— not as a
slave or a hired hand, but as a son, a son back
home— home, where you will enjoy the happiness
and hospitality and love and unending joy of life
with a loving, compassionate, and forgiving Father.
H urry home, won't you? Your Father’s waiting!
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By PAUL SKILES
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“IN T H E B E G IN N IN G , G od created the heaven
and the earth” (Genesis 1:1) . . . and togetherness.
N ot in so many words, but in essence.
For “the Lord God formed m an of the dust of
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and m an became a living soul. And
the Lord God said, It is not good that the man
should be alone; I will make him an help meet
for h im ” (Genesis 2:7, 18).
T h e family plan was G od’s idea . . . from the be
ginning. “A nd G od saw every thing that he had
made, and . . . it was very good” (Genesis 1:31).
In that m om ent of creation, God gave m ankind
the sacred capacity to reproduce physical life. And
in the same m om ent God gave m ankind the sacred
responsibility to reproduce spiritual truth. From
that day of all beginnings to the present hour, no
greater assignment has been made than this. T o
be torchbearers of righteousness and guardians of
the faith for each following generation is a supreme
mission and a serious task.
A certain father of a certain family had a cer
tain saying. It was, “W hat we do, we do together.”
If he said it once, he said it a thousand times. Isn’t
that just like a father?
“But hold everything,” you say, “this is terrible.
It’s stifling. Why, this frustrates the developm ent
of self-reliance and individuality. It’s like ‘out of
it,’ very narrow, and badly ‘whiskered.’ I protest!”
Okay. I’m not surprised.
Because, at first, it does sound a little like a
tight-fitting ultim atum . A nd I adm it there is a
touch of authority in it. Yet there is also a great
deal of gentle wisdom in it too. A nd room to
grow!
W hat that father had in m ind was this:
Being a family is more than just having a
“bunch of people” staying at the same house . . .
a whole lot more. Being a family is an adventure:
an adventure in love, respect, and confidence. An
adventure in patience, understanding, and co
operation. An adventure in sportsmanship, dis
cipline, and unselfishness. An adventure in “to
getherness.” For, you see, with this approach the
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as old as the hills

interests, the likes, the questions, the needs, the
problem s of each m em ber of the family become
the sincere concern of every m em ber of the family.
No one fights his battles alone. It isn’t regimenta
tion— it’s inspiration.
But I ’m not finished with the adventure idea.
T h e best of all is this. Being a Christian family
includes every factor that has been m entioned, plus
the great treasure of a spiritual heritage. That
means adventures in prayer, faith, forgiveness, and
cleansing. A dventures in His W ord at family
worship, and adventures in seeking and finding
His will for today, and tom orrow too.
Like a father, I have some advice.
If you now live in a hom e that is not completely
Christian, be faithful and patient. Keep praying.
Let promises such as Jo hn 16:24— “H ith erto have
ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall
receive, that your joy may be full”— and Matthew
7:7-8, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you: for every one that asketh receiveth; and he
that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh, it
shall be opened,” give you courage. Stay close to
the church. Be a consistent example, and a sensi
tive witness.
A nd if you live in a hom e with Christian par
ents, you have one of G o d ’s most generous bless
ings, and one of life’s greatest opportunities. Don’t
“boot” it. Make it count. Stay close. Be con
genial. Even on those days w hen you w ant to get
away, and sign your own private “declaration of
independence,” keep in m ind the unequaled value
of your treasure.
S k i l e s : Paul and M axine Skiles
live in Overland Park, Kansas, and Paul,
a laym an, is general secretary of the
N azarene Young People’s Society. Paul
reports a fam ily organization know n as
F.I.C. (Fam ily Im provem ent Club). Son
Scott, age eight, and D aughter Paula,
eleven, are chairm an and secretary, and
Mom and Dad are just plain dues-paying
m embers. M any decisions regarding
household schedules and fam ily activi
ties are reached in the frequent meetings
of the “club.”

P aul

T H E R E IS no substitute for family
prayer. Dr. Edw ard Lawlor, executive
secretary of the D epartm ent of Evan
gelism, reminds us of the worth of family
worship in these words: "T h ro ug h a daily date
with the family altar your family will find a place
where the earth meets the sky, and this experience
will enable you to ‘render to Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are
God's.' "
In his book, In the Secret Place of the Most
High, A rthur John Gossip says that once the
famous pearls of the House of Austria lost their
luster. A wise expert sank the precious pearls for
months in the sea from which they tame. As a
result they recovered their radiance and beauty.
Every family needs to be immersed daily in the
presence of God to recover its radiance and renew
its spiritual strength.
In The Cospel of the Comforter, Daniel Steele
paid tribute to family prayer. He wrote: “ ‘Just
as the twig is bent the tree is inclined.’ Let me
testify to the praise of my heavenly Lather that the
twig of my childhood was bent heavenward by the
voice of prayer about my cradle.”
J. Edgar Hoover, for many years the director
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, has this
to say about family worship: ‘‘Reading the Holy
Bible within the family circle is more im portant
today than ever before. It draws the family to
gether into a more closely knit unit. It gives each
member a faith to live by.
"As a small boy I sat at my m other’s knee while
she read the Bible to me and explained its m ean
ing with stories as we went along. It served to
make the bond of faith between us much stronger.
Then there were those wonderful nights when my
father would gather the family around him and
read aloud verses from the Bible. T his led to
family discussions which were interesting, lively,
and informative. Those wonderful sessions left
with me an im print of the power ol laith and the
power of prayer which has sustained me in trying
moments throughout my entire life.”
The suggestions that follow may be helpful to
families in starting and in m aintaining a m ean
ingful family altar that will help our homes to
be more truly Christian.
Decide on a definite time for family worship. No
one time will suit every family. T h e three most
used times are— after breakfast, after the evening
meal, and before bedtime.
Plan well the devotional service. Family wor
ship should have variety. It will vary with vari
ous families. It should vary in the same family.
In addition to reading from the Bible, devotional
books are of value. Many families use the de
votional quarterly Come Ye Apart as a guide.
Distribute responsibility for planning. W hen
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responsibility is shared, worship becomes more
meaningful. An advance notice to a teen-ager of
the family would not be amiss. "T om orrow eve
ning T im may lead our worship.”
Have every member of the family participate. An
active role, however, does not always mean that
all lead in prayer every time there is worship. A
child may sing, recite scripture, participate in a
family project or discussion. Sometimes the fam 
ily altar seems to children to be "for adults only.”
Let it be shared by all.
Develop a family worship project. Such a proj
ect can be a most rewarding experience to a fam 
ily. One family built a manger scene to be used
during the Christmas season.
Make varied use of the Bible. Many families
read a chapter a clay right through the Bible.
O ther uses of the Bible can be effective also. A
story or psalm may be followed by a guided dis
cussion. A passage may be read responsively or in
unison. Children may be encouraged to memorize
passages of scripture to recite at the worship time.
Use music in the family worship. Musical in 
strum ents or recordings may be used effectively.
Rev. Earl and M ildred Wolf
are residents of Kansas City. They have
three children: Timothy Earl, age twelve;
Stephen Nicholas, age six; and Earlene
Elizabeth, almost three. Family hobbies
and interests include stam p collecting,
indoor and outdoor games, and, says
Earl, “yard work together in the sum 
m ertim e.’’ Earl is director of adult work
and editor of adult curriculum m aterials
for the D epartm ent of Church Schools.
E arl W o l f :

It would be helpful to have the home edition of
Praise and Worship and a copy of Children’s
Praises in our homes.
Encourage every member of the family to pray
aloud. In family worship children can learn to
pray. Sometimes the worship period may be con
cluded by repeating the L o rd ’s Prayer in unison.
R em em b er special days. Easter, Thanksgiving,
and Christmas can add a special flavor to the
family worship. O ther days of significance to the

family can be reflected in the worship, such as
birthdays and anniversaries.
T h i n k of spiritual needs at worship time. Create
an atm osphere that will be helpful to members
of the family who may need to know Christ. Llnsaved neighbors and friends need someone to pray
for them. T h e need of the church should be con
sidered— the revival effort, the missionary cause,
the visitation cam paign, or the building program.
A family prayer list can be helpful.
H a w k i n s : Rev. Floyd and Ruth
Hawkins live in Roeland Park, Kansas.
He is music editor for the Lillenas Pub
lishing Company, the music departm ent
of the Nazarene Publishing House. The
Hawkinses have three daughters: Mrs.
Caroline Campbell, Ruth, and Rodlyn.
Nineteen years in the pastorate focused
their fam ily’s interests in church activi
ties and music. The girls play the piano
and orchestral instrum ents. Vacations at
the ocean or in the national parks, and
district camps and institutes, have been
occasions of special fam ily interest.
F loyd

By FLOYD W . HAW KINS

T H E F IN E S T M USIC is not always heard in the
concert hall. For more than two hours I listened
to the performance by one of America’s dis
tinguished choral societies, supported by the m u 
sicians of a great symphony orchestra, in the ren
dition of the complete St. Matthew Passion, the
master work of Johann Sabastian Bach, who is
reputed by many authorities to Ire the one com
poser unequaled in musical construction. T h e
magnificence of the concert was almost overwhelm
ing and I left the great auditorium with a feeling
of satisfaction that 1 had heard the finest music
this world has to offer.
T oday however I am thinking of a different
scene where music is on the daily schedule— the
Christian home. Perhaps it is not recognized
am ong the greats— not even impressive, and sel
dom receiving so much as a nod from the critics
of our musical w'orld. Nevertheless we may here
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discover music at its very best. H ere we find a
filial blending of spirits as well as voices, and
the music is enriched by a background of Chris
tian living with experiences related to Christ, the
A uthor of faith and the inspiration of all spiritual
music.
In the Christian hom e music has significance un
known to the worldling. From Christian music the
participants receive inspiration, blessing, encour
agement, and comfort.
Wise Christian parents have discovered the
priceless value of music with its strong influence
for good, and they avail themselves of the very
best possible. T h is requires the establishing of
a positive and adequate program of music for the
family.
Often this requires m uch sacrifice and patience.
T h ere are the years of instruction of the children
with music lessons that are costly and timeconsuming. Instrum ents are purchased and main
tained. Instruction books and music are in con
stant dem and. Mothers also know7 the long hours
of practice with scales, arpeggios, and exercises
“unending.” Soft, then loud, and often nerveshattering, but all a part of the planned music
program of the Christian home, an important
prelude to “life’s symphony.”
From these homes come the musicians who are
constantly needed to serve the ever-enlarging pro
gram of o u r church. From these homes come our
singers, pianists, organists, and orchestra musicians.
For these we cannot look to the world.
A planned program of music for the Christian
hom e will also embrace the music which comes
by way of radio and record-playing instruments.
In all of these the parents m ust be guides. T rain
ing that will provide an early appreciation of

good music— music appropriate for the Christian
home—will help elim inate the cheap, sensual, m u 
sical “trash” that is flooding the world and will
cause it to seem out of place. T h ere is an a b u n 
dance of high-quality music of many types avail
able for discrim inating Christians. T h ere is an
unlimited supply of the great classics, w'hich will
give stature to the C hristian’s music library. Also
there are attractive new publications being re
leased constantly that will grace the music center
of the Christian home. T o these the w'ise parents
will give careful attention.
The hym nbook must hold a central place in
every Christian home. T h e hym nal is not merely
a beautiful m ark of identification for the family,
for let us rem em ber that between its covers there
is a treasure of sacred literature unm atched else
where outside of the Bible. T h e hymnal relates
the home to the home eternal. It points to the
sanctuary, where its musical function is supreme,
and it gives o p portunity for a blending of all
spirits of the household in the singing of hymns
and spiritual songs.
The truly Christian home is in tune with
heaven, where music w'as born and w'here hymns
of praise are unceasing. T h ere is a song of joy
in the hearts of all who know Christ as a personal
Saviour. Still, attention m ust be given to keeping
the spiritual tone u p to a proper pitch. W hen the
spiritual tone sags, there comes a dissonant sound
and there is danger of strange harm onies invading
the domain called home. T h e old motto, “Christ
is the H ead of this house . . . ,” might well be
concluded, “. . . the silent Listener to all of our
music.”
Strike the tuning fork, the chime, or even the
anvil, and from each will come a sound revealing
not only the character of the instrum ent but also
its fundam ental tone. W e learn m uch by listen
ing. W hen adversity strikes the home or when
comes the impact of any of life’s testings, the spirit
and character of that hom e will be revealed and
the fundam ental tone will be heard. T h is explains
many an inspiration for a lovely song and for
beautiful harm onies that have come from some
of the darkest nights.
Our Christian songs are never lost and o u r sing
ing together in the hom e is not w ithout an eter
nal reward. For your encouragement, Christian,
the finest in music may be discovered tonight at
your fireside.
J. W. E l l i s : Rev. J. W. and Mae Ellis a r e
residents of Pasadena, California, where
he is pastor of the First Church of the
Nazarene. Their children are Charlyn,
Darla, and Joni, aged respectively eleven,
six, and four years. The Ellises enjoy
games, indoors and out, as well as vaca
tions to the sea and in the m ountains
and joint ventures w ith other families.

BACK /
THE MOON!
By J. W . ELLIS

"H A V E F U N !” is more than a statement of depar
ture; it is a symptom of our day. Educate? Yes!
but make it fun. Lose w'eight? Yes! but have fun.
Work? Yes! but easy, m an, easy. It is rum ored
that a coming best-seller is entitled H o w to Laugh
Yourself to Death.
Fun at the factory, fun at school, fun at the
neighbor’s house— but what about fun at home?
Fun in the sun, fun in the snow, fun in the m oun
tain, and fun at the sea— but what about fun with
me (D a d ), and me (M o th er), and me (Sister),
and me (Brother) ?
A small word it is— fun. But so big in signifi
cance! Im po rtan t to all families, but especial
ly to Christian families. Religion “en d u red ”
will pass; religion “enjoyed” will endure. A nd
the final victory will not be won in the sanc
tuary nor in the street, but in the kitchen and
den.
T h e idea of family fun is fine. But how?
No easy road, friend. T o have fun may mean
perspiration (when parents play children’s gam es),
may mean patience (when age differences divide
interests), may mean discipline (when room on
the calendar for family events must be kept in
spite of “big deals”) — and at all times family fun
means imagination.
W ithout imagination you’re dead. N ot really
dead— just pretend dead. And that’s not good
when children are alive— real alive!
Recently on a cold, crispy night, the mountains
above Pasadena being topped with snow, my sixyear-old took me for a walk. It was fun to be
cold and nice to be hugged by a coat.
Quicker than I could grab a star, she reached
high, clinched her fist, anti joyfully stuffed her
hand in my coat pocket— moon and all! A few
steps later she flung her hand in the air and ex
claimed, “There, I tossed it back!”
T h e n it was my turn. “You?” I hear you gasp.
“Yes, me.” I tossed the moon back because 1
figured it would be too dark for little children
w ithout it hanging high in the sky. Besides, it
bulged my pocket.
At home, at church, at play, families can have
fun if imagination is mixed with love and care.
T ry it!— it will work for kids and teen-agers and
grownups too.
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A VIEW of one of the reading rooms
in the newly constructed Mackey
L ibrary at Trevecca N azarene Col
lege, Nashville, Tennessee, serving the
southeastern states. The three-story
building is adequate to serve 1,000
students with 75,000 volumes. It has
central heating and air conditioning
and is serviced by an elevator. All
six of the Nazarene colleges in the
United States have com pleted a m ajor
building this year or have one in
process. College-level enrollm ent, in
cluding students at Canadian Naza
rene College and British Isles College,
was well above 5.000 last year.

REV. JOHN C. WINE
shares with Mrs. Floj
Egly, treasurer, and 1
m issionary emphasis,
per cent for missions
ago, and for many yi
and frequently has ra
G eneral Budget each ]
of seven churches on
missions for fourteen;

STUDENTS and part of the faculty at Nazarene Bible
Institute, Institute, W est Virginia. At the back are Rev.
Clarence Bowman, instructor; Rev. R. W. Cunningham ,
president; and Mrs. Anna Bowman, m atron. G raduates
of this school are providing the pastors for our churches
on the Gulf Central District
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A SUNDAY AFTERNOON SERVICE of a revival meeting
in N u’uuli, Am erican Samoa. The little falesa built for
our services is filled to capacity. The ladies of the con
gregation have decorated the posts with coconut leaves.
Rev. and Mrs. C.’ W illiam F isher w ere the workers for
this revival. O ur work in Am erican Samoa, one of the
newest outposts undar the D epartm ent of Home Missions,
is m aking steady progress. Rev. and Mrs. Jarrell Garsee
are the missionaries.

NAZARENE MISSIONARIES are now reach
ing out to the villages of India through the
medium of radio, greatly extending their in
fluence. Six fifteen-m inute program s a week
are being broadcast. One of these is "The
Village Doctor,” a practical health program
for village Indian m others, many of them
beyond the reach of a personal visit by a
doctor. This program is planned and con
ducted by Mrs. Bronell G reer and Dr. Evelyn
Witthoff, with Mrs. P. B hujbal and Mrs. S. J.
Bhujbal helping them. Through this avenue,
confidence is built in the Church of the
Nazarene, which opens many doors to the
gospel message w hen our m issionaries and
pastors are able to reach these villages in
evangelism.

DR. E. S. PHILLIPS, pastor, meets with the Policy and
Promotion Committee (H arry Craddock, Dr. Don Metz,
Leonard H arper, and Jim m y Gilbert, chairm an) of B eth
any F irst Church in a planning session on the church's
giving for others. For more than ten years this church
has given more than 12 per cent of its income to the
General Budget and for missionary specials. Last year
the figure was 14 per cent, and $37,571, or over 17 per
cent, was given for all general church interests. The
church gave another 12 per cent for district interests.
This is an outstanding record of w orld-w ide concern
on the part of a church that is m inistering to the students
of Bethany Nazarene College and the residents of B eth
any, Oklahoma.

getor of First Church of the Nazarene, Anderson, Indiana,
■Senary society president for m any years, Mr. D elbert
■tin, present N.F.M.S. president, facts about the church’s
loon to celebrate its fiftieth anniversary, has been a “10
f the 10 per cent program was adopted fourteen years
IK . The church keeps m issionary news before the people
ners. Ten per cent of the church’s income is sent for the
pon to Easter and Thanksgiving offerings. This is one
Aern Indiana D istrict that have given 10 per cent for

CONSTRUCTION of the new General
Board building to the north of the Inter
national H eadquarters building in Kansas
City, Missouri, is progressing, at a cost
of $945,000. A rchitect’s sketch indicates
the appearance of the finished structure.
The building will provide offices for the
General N.Y.P.S., Christian Service T rain
ing, the H erald of H oliness staff, the
Spanish Departm ent, and a portion of the
D epartm ent of Church Schools. There will
be an auditorium for General Board ses
sions and committee m eeting rooms. P art
of the basem ent is constructed to meet
fall-out shelter specifications. The build
ing is scheduled for completion before
January 1, for dedication and use during
the 1963 G eneral Board sessions.
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By M ILO L. ARNOLD

. . . the Christian Answer
FO R G E N E R A T IO N S our cities had huddled
around their foundry fires and smoking factories.
In the interest of proxim ity the city buildings
were enlarged upw ard and upw ard while resi
dential lots became smaller and smaller. Smoke,
soot, traffic, and confusion threatened to suffocate
our metropolitan areas. A nd— then came suburbia!
Suddenly bright petals of gay subdivisions began
to blossom around the stamens of smoking stacks.
W ider and wider they flowered into rolling acres
of beautiful houses, schools, parks, and play
grounds. Leaving behind them the odorous slums,
they were fragrant, clean, airy, and free. As these
were cultivated by a rising economy and improved
with a host of invented conveniences, a new way
of life emerged.
T he tri-level house in suburbia became the suc
cessor to the brownstone front as an indication of
status. W ide acres replaced the pillared and
storied houses as symbols of success. Two- anil
three-car garages replaced the servants' quarters,
and a new standard of m odern living was brought
into being. T h e rapidly increasing num ber of
amply-salaried Americans gave fertility to the
growth of these areas until today every city has
its surrounding flower bed of suburbs to meet the
needs of its am bitious families.
Finer cars, faster freeways, and mechanized liv
ing make it possible for people to live in the wideopen spaces, at quite a distance from their places
of employment. Here in houses which are light,
modern, and easily kept they enjoy a constantly
rising standard of living.
M odern appliances make for easy and quick
M il o A r n o l d : Milo and Eva Arnold have
shared thirty-three years of parsonage
life, and now serve the Church of the
Nazarene in Moses Lake, Washington.
Their only daughter and her husband,
Donna and Morris Chambers, and their
two children. Ginger and Dick, reside
in G reat Falls, Montana. Rev. Milo
Arnold has conducted a radio program
continuously for tw enty-four y e a r s ,
broadcasting daily for the last nineteen
years. Flower culture and com munity
civic and social activities are shared in
terests.

14

accomplishment of the essential household duties,
and a new measure of leisure is within the reach
of an am bitious people. T h is is wonderful. No
sane person would think of harking back to the
old clays or lam enting the passing of the con
gested tenements as these new' suburban areas re
place them.
Suburbia however is not w'ithout its problems.
T h e family breakfast ho ur has been lost in the
hurry of different rising hours. In some cases the
husband and wife are both working and must
leave for work at different hours. T h e family din
ner hour, if they are fortunate enough to have
one, is invaded repeatedly by other appointments.
T h e family conversation is lost in the blare of
m odern commercial entertainm ent— so called.
H usbands and wives see little of each other and
the children see too little of either of them. Each
person finds a set of personal interests and charts
an individual course. W hile the individuals live
am id material abundance they often find their
family life starved. Spiritual, moral, and social
values are often sacrificed needlessly.
Love, romance, marriage, home, and parenthood
all need intim ate exposures. Many marriages in
suburbia are falling apart for lack of common
interests. Many children from gootl homes are be
coming social problems because they are not suf
ficiently exposed to competent parents. T h eir ex
posure to other persons is more intimate; hence
they are more influenced by others.
In some cases the tri-level house has become a
trap, baited with many very desirable things.
Sometimes people escape the stuffiness of the city
only to be entangled in the meshes of other in
volvements. Countless good com m unity projects
beg for their attention. T h e ir wide yards demand
all their free time and Sundays. T h e ir informal
social life in the com m unity absorbs more and
more of their at-home time. It is true that they
are breathing fresh air, but they have exchanged
suffocation for entanglem ent.
T h e Church has an answer. It is not possible
nor desirable that we free ourselves from com
m unity involvements nor that we deprive ourselves

of wide lawns and lovely shrubs. These are good.
We cannot free ourselves by removing material in
volvement, but we can find a new liberty by ad d 
ing another and very dem anding involvement, that
of God and the Church. Persons whose lives are
strengthened by this spiritual resource will be
more adequate in meeting all of life's deadlines.
God in the life of a family gives it a new soli
darity. The family is cemented by a faith in God
which provides life with a reason. T h e whirling
days are given a new orderliness and the hurrying
hours a finer significance. Suddenly people begin
to live for a lofty reason and puisne the accom
plishment of a noble purpose. H usbands and
wives discover a new m utual reverence each for
the other and tot God. Children are reared in a
climate of worthful ness.
The Church provides the finest together project
of the family. T h e entire family goes together to
the same place on Sunday. For many families this
is the only adventure shared by all members at
once. Here they are exposed to the same truths,
given the same ideals, guided in the same p u r
suits, and given the same sense of values. Here
they sing the same hymns and can go to their
homes to discuss an experience all have shared.
They form personal convictions and moral codes
which are m utually compatible. T hey each find it
easier to believe and behave because the others
are similarly striving.
The Church likewise provides exposure to a

Family Altar
Fragrance

How far the holy fragrance of
The fam ily altar goes!
When childhood days are far behind,
The beauty of it glows.
Though some things, to m y m em ory,
A re indistinct and blurred,
I still can hear m y father’s voice
Expound the Holy Word.
1 did not heed its counsel then,
Nor realize its worth,
But now I know that shrine to be
The sw eetest place on earth.
It’s proved a shield to keep m y faith
Hndimmed through joy or care;
The m em ’ry of that hallowed place—
M y father’s voice in prayer.
By ALICE HANSCHE MORTENSON
in Sunshine and Shadows. Used by permission.

tine group of comm unity friends who have ex
perienced the same spiritual impact. T h e very
nature of the Church selects the best people of
the com m unity for its wide circle of friendliness.
Just as a house needs a wide yard into which
the family living can overflow, so the home needs
a church into which its life can overflow. W ith 
out this it tends to turn within itself and become
stifled. W ithout the Church and its divine m in 
istry the tri-level house cannot possibly be large
enough to free the family from its own involve
ments.

(5olden gears
By

E. S. PHILLIPS

'(ft
Ill's
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"T H A N K YOU,
Dl Phillips,
for rem embering
us older folk,”
is an expression
1 have heard cpiite
frequently in the last few years. We haven't clone
too much in the way of remembering them, but
they appreciate every little attention they receive.
One of the most tragic aspects of any age is non
appreciation. b u t this is more keenly felt by older
people. T h e loss of useful roles results in the feel
ing of being not needed or wanted. T h en loneli
ness and frustration steadily increase under such
circumstances, and deterioration of both body and
m ind is the inevitable outcome.
O u r country is still comparatively young and
throughout its brief history it has therefore been
"geared to youth.” But today we are facing the
challenge of an aging population. It is estimated
that we now have approxim ately seventeen million
people who are sixty-five years of age or older,
and this num ber is increasing at more than eleven
hundred pet day. T h e fact of this rapidly increas
ing segment of our population is causing many
agencies to shift some of their attention to the
special needs of this group.
O n September 2, 1958, President Eisenhower
signed the "W hite House Conference on Aging
Act.” T his conference was held in January of 1961,
at which time many recommendations were made
for imm ediate action in im proving and developing
15

programs to perm it the country to take advantage
of the experience and skills of older people and
to create conditions which will better enable the
country to meet their needs.
T h e needs of our senior citizens go far beyond
the m atter of housing, social security, medical and
economic needs which the government may pro
vide. If we are to serve them adequately the
church must be concerned for their social and
recreational as well as their spiritual needs. For
these people have entered upon a new way of
living in a rapidly changing society. They have
suddenly come to that mystical age of sixty-five,
which in most cases today means retirement. T h e re 
fore retirem ent must be thought of as a change in
the way of living, not as a cessation ofdiving. T h e
rem aining years must not be spent in isolated vege
tation, but can be fruitful in profitable and whole
some participation.
T h e church must do its part in providing a pro
gram in which these people can participate. One
im portant phase of the program can be the regular
church services, and it has been established that

Dr. E. S. P h i l l i p s : Dr. and Mrs. E. S.
Phillips m ake their home in Bethany,
Oklahom a, w here Dr. Phillips is pastor
of the largest church in the denom ina
tion, Bethany First Church of the Naza
rene. The Phillipses have three daugh
ters; Elizabeth Jean, Mrs. Claire Hendrix,
and K aren Lee. The fam ily shares in all
phases of church life, and enjoys music
and horseback riding.

regular church attendance is an im portant factor
in the adjustm ents of age.
Dr. Judson T . Landis said, “ In a special study
of older people I found that on all scores older
people who attend church regularly arc not only
better adjusted in old age, but enjoy better health
than those who do not attend church. For some
unknow n reason the church has a salutary effect
and causes both a conservational and enriching
process to go on in their lives.”
However, the church must provide a program in
addition to the regular services. W orkers in the
field of gerontology (the study of aging) have
found that the needs of older people fall into four

o
f

By HAROLD W . REED

T H E R E A RE nearly four million young men and
women enrolled in the n atio n ’s colleges and u n i
versities. Of this num ber, approxim ately 40 per
cent are in private colleges and universities.
Among the latter group, most are enrolled in
church-related colleges. T h e Church of the Naza
rene has six colleges in the continental U nited
States, one in Canada, and one in Great Britain.
It has been my happy privilege to serve as col
lege president in two of our colleges over a period
of seventeen years, and thus gain some perspective
of higher education in the C hurch of the Naza
rene.
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Several years ago a devout Nazarene mot|
came to me greatly concerned about her son. II
was the youngest in a family of seven. All of
other children had been educated in one of $
colleges and were now well established in tlf
respective vocations. All were living beautf
Christian lives and were vitally concerned wj:
the C hurch of the Nazarene. T his mother c®
fessed that she urgently needed help with her fai
ily when they came to the college years. She a
knowledged that d u ring this period of life thj
is a vital need for a Christian college; a colli;
which stresses being born again, being sanctii
wholly, and giving Spirit-filled service. Our Na
rene colleges contributed richly to this Christi
family.
For many years my annual convocation addtf

categories: fellowship, continuing education, good
nutrition, and recreation.
At the beginning of this article I stated that we
are not doing too m uch for the older people of our
congregation, but we are endeavoring to provide
for three of the above needs, namely, fellowship,
education, and recreation. Oftentim es these three
factors arc incorporated in a single activity.
Every M onday m orning several of the men
gather at 9:30 for a pioneer prayer meeting. On
Thursday afternoon a num ber of the women engage
in a cottage prayer m eeting in the various homes.
Practically every m orning a group of the senior
men engage in recreational activity at our Youth
Center. T hen every other Tuesday night the men
and women have a biweekly gathering at which
time they play games, engage in group discussions,
view a film, or listen to a special speaker. It has
been found that older people do not have enough
fun. And it is a thrilling experience to see the
joy derived by them from an evening of fellow
ship and recreation. Light refreshments are always
served by the church at these gatherings.
faculty and students has heen based on M atthew
3: "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
righteousness; and all these things shall be
led unto you." My m ajor proposition is that
college must be a Christ-centered college. We
st offer “Education with a Christian Purpose.”
is is a “plus” to higher education which is not
[ “tacked o n ” somewhere, b u t is the leaven
ch permeates it throughout. Every area of coljlife must put Christ first.

ist and Scholarship

The Biblical com m and is to love C od with all
| hearts and with all our minds. T h ere is a
Iristian stewardship of m ind as well as of time
id finance. O u r colleges must constantly be vigint to maintain the highest in academic excelnce. We are deeply appreciative of teachers who
table to spark in their students that which fires
t intellect and causes the young person to he
me alive and alert in mind. Excellence in scholihip is in keeping with C hrist’s command,

krist and Culture

Once a year the members of the adult divisions
of our Sunday school provide a banquet for all our
senior citizens. T his is perhaps the outstanding
event of the year for this group. T he classes as
sume the responsibility for the menu, transporta
tion, decoration, program, etc.
Each Sunday evening during the young people’s
h our we have two group meetings in which our
senior citizens participate. One group is of the
nature of a prayer and praise meeting; the other
is a distinctive Bible study session.
By the time this article appears we will have
organized a choir of senior citizens to sing once a
m onth in a Sunday evening service.
W e have already secured property and arc con
tem plating building a home for our senior citizens.
M any have already manifested a great interest in
this project.
These men and women are still members of our
families, our homes, our churches, and our com
munities. They have given the best of their early
years for us. Let us give the best of our early
years to make their late years the happiest of all.

W. R e e d : Dr. Harold Reed
and his wife, Maybelle Eleanor, make
their home in Kankakee, Illinois, where
Dr. Reed serves as president of Olivet
Nazarene College. Their son and daugh
ter-in-law , Haldor and Mary, are resi
dents of Los Angeles, California, where
Haldor is employed by the University of
California at Los Angeles in educational
television. The Reeds enjoy travel, in
cluding the variety of foreign foods avail
able.

D r . H arold

broad, cultural emphasis and its warm, spiritual
concern.

Christ and Revivals

O u r colleges are comm itted to the evangelistic
thrust of the Church of the Nazarene. Literally
hundreds of young people come to know Christ
in full salvation during times of revival and other
evangelistic services conducted on our campuses.
Some of my highest moments as an adm inistra
tor are when the opportunity comes to help a
young person pray through to genuine spiritual
victory. T h is thrill is further heightened by a tele
phone call or a letter from parents who are glad
dened by this news.

The college supplem ents the Christian hom e in
listing youth to develop full-orbed Christian per- Christ and M atrimony
aalities. Art, music, and literature create a taste
T h e Christian college is an ideal place for court
r the best which has been said, written, or ac- ship. Here young people meet who have like faith
mplished.
and high Christian goals. For the most part they
One of the compensations of the college admin establish strong Christian homes. T his fact can
rator is to observe the personality developm ent be established by thousands of alumni of our Naz
a student through his four years of college, and
arene colleges. From my knowledge of these fam
note his accjuisition of poise and the social ilies over a period of twenty years, there are not
ices. Nazarene parents have a right to expect more than twenty instances of broken homes.
l to take place in a Nazarene college with its Christ First is our theme in courtship and marriage.
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Concerned parents are asking
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191 pages, paper.
$1.25

W IT H r k k

TOGETHER

LET'S BUILD A NEW HOUSE
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Sobering thoughts, solemn admoni
tions on the overwhelming facts of
parental delinquency today, and
the urgent need of godly parent
hood in a modern world to awaken
and help stem the tide. Recom
mended by one prominent judge as
a book every parent should read.
112 pages, paper.
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LET'S

BUILD A
NEW
HOUSE

By KENNETH S. RICE

■WHAT THE CHURCH
IS TRYING TO DO FOR
TS FAM ILIES
K. S. R ic e : Dr. Kenneth S. Rice is ex
ecutive secretary of the Department of
Church Schools. Betty and Kenneth have
two daughters: Ronda, age ten, at home;
and Linda, eighteen, away at college.
The Rices also consider Ron Wood a
member of their family. Ron is twentyone and in the armed forces. Shared
fam ily interests and activities include
group games, pets, and home improve
ment.
°

"We wish to say, in p a r t i a l excuse
fo r o u rs e lv e s , t h a t we d id not have a
f a i r chance in l i f e . Coining from broken
homes, we grew up in n e g le c t. In youth
we were denied p a r e n ta l c a re , a f f e c tio n ,
and g uidance."
THESE W O R D S were taken from the joint state
ment to the press of two condem ned m urderers
who faced the firing squad in U tah for the slaying
of a young service station atten dan t d u ring a hold
up. T h eir last testimony continued; “Religious
training w ould have pointed us in the right direc
tion, but we were not taken to Sunday school or
to church services.” T h e concluding sentence of
their statem ent was: “ May o u r tragic lives and
ending serve as a w arning to all— young and old.”
The C hurch of the Nazarene is aware of the fact
that these are not isolated hom e situations. T hey
dramatically and tragically point u p a growing
condition in the U nited States. W ith one o u t of
every four marriages ending u p in the divorce
courts, children by the score are undergoing the
emotional upheavals of a broken hom e and are the
victims of scarred and twisted personalities result
ing from love-starved lives.
In 29 states, in one m onth, there were 14,531
divorces. T h is m eant that 14,531 husbands and
14,531 wives were disillusioned about the high
and holy estate of m arriage and faced a future of
frustration and loneliness. In addition, 8,718 chil
dren were torn in their natural love for their par
ents and 58,124 parents, brothers, and sisters
became circumstantial accessories to one of the
greatest crimes that has entered the scene of Am eri
can life— a total of almost 100,000 people affected
by this blight that has stripped the family tree of its
beauty and glory!
But perhaps even more lethal in its long-range
effect on the vital Christian hom e is the disease
of disuse of the family altar. T h is foundation stone
of the Am erican hom e that helped build rugged
Christian character into o u r forefathers is crum 
bling into the dust of dissipation and despair.

J. Edgar Hoover wrote the following to our
N orthern California Nazarenes: “Parents must
awaken to the realization that the family is the
first great training school, and they serve as first
teachers in inspirational education. W e are sadly
in need of a retu rn to the days when G od was a
part of every household, when families arose in
the m orning with a prayer on their lips and ended
the day by placing themselves in His care. W e
should revive the beautiful practice of offering
thanks at meals and bring back to the family circle
the m om ents when father or m other read the won
derful lessons of the Bible to eager young listen
ers.”
A termite that is gutting the core of spiritual
vitality from the hom e is an attitude of complacen
cy and self-satisfaction. If Christian homes are to
be effective forces against sin and for salvation,
it is essential that they become aggressive in an
A
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N ext time your fam ily gather around
the piano, they’ll enjoy singing from
this book.

A u n iq u e collection of the fifty m ost po pular
hym ns of faith as determ in ed from a nationw ide
poll by a leading religious m agazine.
T o enhance its use, tw enty-one joyous C hristm as
carols m ay be fou nd at the back. 7 x 10” size. 62
pages.
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evangelistic outreach to give the gospel to neigh
boring families. A home that is centered only in
itself will become circumscribed in its influence
for God. T o o many family prayers have become
in essence: “ Bless me and my wife, my son and
his wife, us four and no more.”
Lest our Zion fall prey to these monsters that
tram ple the very lifeblood out of families and
homes, as a denom ination we have noted their
progress and have taken steps to thwart the ad
vance. In the General Assembly of 1952 General
Superintendent Hardy G. Powers sounded the
clarion call for an advance by the church to save
our homes for the future of our church. T h e De
partm ent ol Church Schools was assigned the re
sponsibility to develop a Christian Family Life
Program. These five objectives became the fram e
work about which the program developed:
I. T o strengthen the family altars in the homes
of the church.
2 . T o help parents lead their children to Christ.
3. T o aid Christian parents in building strong
Christian personalities in their young peo
ple.
4. T o guide Christian parents in encouraging
their children toward active participation
and personal responsibility in the spiritual
endeavors of the church and for the king
dom of God.
5. T o encourage the family as a center of Chris
tian influence and evangelism.
For two quadrennium s churches have co-operated
in the Family O utreach Program. Over 83,000
Family Outreach Packets have been sold and used
by the local church in encouraging family altars
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380 pages, cloth board.
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and helping “every family reach a family.” Not
every family has reached a family, but all that
have tried have benefited . . . and m any have suc
ceeded. T oday some local churches have taken on
new life because of families reached through this
emphasis.
T his year the church is joining in a familycentered emphasis sponsored by the D epartm ent of
Evangelism. Many young adult Sunday school
classes have been studying the text on Christian
homem aking, This Holy Estate, by John E. Riley.
Sunday schools are prom oting an eight-week fami
ly-centered advance; families are pledging to have
a family altar and will be visiting to bring in other
families.
T h a n k G od for a church that recognizes the
Christian home as its greatest h u m an asset. Every
m orning as we gather about our family altar and
read from Come Ye Apart, I am rem inded again
that my church has made possible this aid to the
spiritual life of our home. I am persuaded as
J. C. Penney, who, after telling about his Christian
home where a devout father and m other led in
family prayers every day, wrote: “I have not the
slightest do ub t that every one of you will agree
with me when I say that the strength, stability,
continuity and very life of o u r nation depend upon
homes like these more than upon any other single
factor.”
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B y R. B. G R U B B S

Pastor, Eastside C hurch, B artlesville, O klahom a

“The history of a nation is not a history of its
wars, but the history of its households.'’ In
this statem ent John Ruskin has pointed out
the very foundation for our way of life.
W hat happens to America will be deter
mined largely by w hat happens in our
homes. Therefore the real battleground for
moral and spiritual survival is the home.
That all is not well with the modern fami
ly, we m ust acknowledge. Lack of personal
discipline, social irresponsibility, and care
lessness in financial m anagement will always
furnish a failing foundation for marriage.
Hasty marriages, lack of personal discipline
— these are some of the things which threat
en the stability of the modern home.
A reversal of our present trend in modern
marriages is desperately needed. Only a

revival of solid home life in America can re
store us to our stability as a nation.
B ut the Church m ust lead the way! And
in leading the way, it saves itself as well as
the home. Its m inistry m ust be influential
from the nursery on. The Church must
guide the way in spiritual needs, vocational
selection, personality problems, and in all
of life’s adjustm ents.
The Church will meet in another genera
tion the type of families it shaped during the
present one. Our hope for the future is in
the home of today. Let us pray for a revival
that will head off the dangerous drifts in
American home life.

